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What, then, is the secret of this epic heroism?   We have repeatedly
to ask ourselves this question and find an answer for it.   The answer
is : unity, patriotism and the resolve to do or die.   All the Japanese are
animated by the same spirit. No one is'considered greater than the other,
and there is no rift of any kind between them.   They think of nothing else
but service  to   the nation.    They  have   so   identified  themselves  with
their motherland that they consider themselves prosperous [only] if they
bring prosperity to the country in which they are born, bred, and  des-
tined to pass their lives; that, if the country rose, they rose; if she enjoyed
political power, they were partners in that power.    Such is their patriot-
ism.   This unity and patriotic spirit together with a heroic indifference
to life [or death] have created an atmosphere in Japan the like of which
is nowhere else to be found in the world.  Of death, they do not enter-
tain any fear.    To die in the service of their country, they have always
regarded as wholly good.   If, after all, one has to die some day, what
does it matter if one dies on the battle-field? There is no certainty that,
if one stays home and does not go to the front,  one will  live longer.
And  even if one   did live  very long, what was the good of living as
a subjugated people?   Reasoning along these lines, the Japanese have be-
come defiant of death.   What wonder, then, that those, who thus sacrifice
their flesh, blood and bones, should prove invincible on the battle-field?
But how will these thoughts avail us?   What have we to learn from
them?   We do  not find the requisite unity even in  the minor struggle
we are carrying on in South Africa; splits occur every day.    Instead of
patriotism, we see more of selfishness everywhere.   cclf only I am saved,
it does not matter if the others perish," is the thought constantly on our
mind.   Our life is so dear to us that we pass away while we are still fondling
it.    If we do not achieve good in this world,  what hope is there  of
achieving it in the next?   This is the condition most of us are in.   Our
reading this account of the Japanese War  will have been fruitful only
if we emulate to  some extent at least the example of Japan.   We shall
gain nothing by mere reading just as parrots do not attain to Heaven
by repeating the name of Rama.
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418. SPEECH AT NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS MEETING
The following is a report of Gandhifis speech at a meeting of the Natal Indian
Congress held at Durban under the chairmanship of Haji Mahomed Han Dada:
June 16, 1905
Mr. Gandhi said : I would advise the members of the Congress to
authorise the Secretaries to incur expenditure on the Hoondamal Licence
Case as it is a very strong one; if we do not put up a fight, we shall